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1. "The stress on improvemente in living stendards to come is not a proof of 
d ‘g love of his fellownen. Rather, I think, it shows that disesatia- 
faction emong the Soviet people has reached large proportions. It also 
shows that the Kremlin feels that Soviet rearmament is sufficiently shead of 
the Western Powers so ag to allow for « period of reduced heavy industry pro- 
duction, 


2. “The question 1s, of course, how long this period ig going to be. It is 
likely thet the Kremlin, while promising 9 lot now, may again reverse the 
course after only a fraction of the progrem has been fulfilled-~just enough 
to stem the apparently now rising tide of popular unrest, 


3. “As to Malenkov's E-bomb statement, one can only speculate as to what he meant 
to imply. 1 am convinced that the vagueness of Malenkov's phrasing we not 
fortultous but deliberate. The majority of the Soviet people can be assumed 
to have interpreted the term "breaking US H-bomb monopoly’ as meaning that 
the USSR bag the hydrogen bomb. Insofar ag Malenkov wanted to reagsure his 
ow people, he probably has succeeded. There waa no need for Melenkov to use 
more precise terms. 


4, “Concerning Western reactions, I would almost sey that the vaguer Malenkov'g 
phrasing, the better it serves its purpose to atir up dissension among the ve- 
rious Western nations and the US because the esbiguous wording would be inter- 
preted In different manners, and different conclusions vould be drawn from 
these interpretations, The first post-Malenkoy sptech dispatches from Europe 
showed that this is indeed happening. France and Italy, with friendly applaud. 
ing from their own Commmist Parties, must be expected to press more 
than ever for Big Four talks and increased efforts 
tlement on a ‘realistic’ basis. 
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"fo me the most puzzling factor ves Malenkov's announcement of relaxations in 
the fern sector at the same time that the Gupreme Soviet voted to have Beria 
tried by the /‘Soviet_/ Supreme Court. 


“This pute new emphaeta on the question: Why was Berda purged? 


"Host of the ‘experts’ have held so far that Berle wae mainly responsible for 
the softer post-Stalin course, Since Malenkov's 6 Aug 53 proclemetion was 
largely in line with that course, Berla, it seems, could hardly have been ar~ 
rested for reagona of basic policy differences, 


"Wheat geemg more likely is that Melenkov became worried over the popularity 
which Berle gained by the latter's liberalization drive and that Malenkeov de- 
cided to have Berla eliminated on charges of ‘anti-state activities, etc. Pe 
while sdopting Berta'ts policy for enhancing Melenkov's own prestige, (There 
is an interesting parallel here in the way in which Stelin adopted many of 
Troteky's ideas after Stalin had shorn Trotsky of power.}" 
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